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“Norwalk” Pottery. A salesman’s sample case of “Norwalk”
pottery buttons of the early 1800's.

These pottery buttons were frequently mistakenly called Bennington Pottery But-
tons because of the similarity to pottery made in the Vermont factory. It is not known
whether the Bennington factory made any buttons, except as workers may have made
them as end-of-the-day pieces.

NOVELTY RUBBER COMPANY. New Brunswick, New Jersey, 1855-70. Manufacturers of
rubber buttons, on the back of which appears the full name, or “N.R. Co.,” along with
“Goodyear” and the patent date, 1851. The buttons have metal shanks or holes.

NUT BUTTONS. In the first half of the twentieth century, nuts such as almonds, Brazil
nuts, and filberts were made into buttons by adding wire loops. Hazelnut and black-
walnut shells were sliced and used as sew-thru buttons. At this same time, plastic but-
tons were made in realistic shapes to imitate nuts. Earlier—since the mid-nineteenth
century, in fact—prisoners-of-war often passed the time by carving fruit pits into but-
tons, and these handmade pieces have now also found their way into some collections.

NYLON BUTTONS. A translucent button made in recent years of a plastic substance
called “nylon.” So far, the only buttons found have two holes and a colored circle for
decoration. It is difficult to distinguish nylon buttons from other translucent plastic
buttons.

Nylon objects are made of a plastic powder that is heated and pressed into molds
When it cools, it keeps the shape of the mold.
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